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LOCAL NEWS

Family working to protect others from tragedy

By Terri Eger 

Trevor and Becky Wyne are working to save others from the heartbreak they suffered when their newborn son
passed away.

On Sept. 8, 2013, the couple celebrated the arrival of Ethan James Wyne who weighed eight pounds, nine

ounces. The pregnancy and delivery with Ethan were fantastic, according to the couple, and he was a healthy

baby boy who was discharged from the hospital on Sept. 10.

However, only five days later, tragedy struck and Ethan passed away.

“He was a happy and content baby – rarely cried unless he was cold and had to be woken up for his regular
feeds.  He was a dream baby to have,” says Becky. 

Ethan began to struggle with feedings by mid-day on Sept. 11 but health care professionals assured the couple

that as long as he was urinating and having regular bowel movements, Ethan was getting enough to eat – even

though his feedings were only lasting for five to 10 minutes.

“My husband woke Ethan up for his midnight feeding, and again we struggled to get him to eat for more than 5
minutes,” recalls Becky. The couple tried to feed the baby with a bottle prepared with breast milk and then

resorted to a formula bottle. “Before we could get the formula bottle made Ethan had passed out.  Not knowing

what was going on, we called 911 and my husband did CPR on Ethan until the ambulance got to our
home. When Ethan got to the hospital the doctors and nurses had no idea what was happening with Ethan. 

Within 20 minutes of arriving at the hospital Ethan had passed away.”
Eight hours after his death, the couple learned that Ethan had a severe case of medium-chain acyl-CoA

dehydrogenase (MCAD) deficiency.

The rare condition prevents the body from breaking down fats for energy and Ethan’s organs shut down. After

additional testing, the couple learned that both Trevor and Becky are carriers of the recessive gene, as is their

daughter Lexi.

“If this hadn’t happened to Ethan, we never would have known,” said Trevor.

“To pass the disease on, both parents have to be carriers and their children have a 25% chance of getting the

disease or a 50% chance of being a carrier.”
Regular testing for the condition began in 2006 and Trevor explained that prior to that it was lumped in with the

other unknown deaths for infants.

In an effort to save other families from the heartbreak they suffered, the couple is working to raise awareness,

including an information session which was held at Brandon General Hospital for health care professionals.

“We had about 25 people come out and listen to the geneticist who explained the disease and the symptoms,”
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said Trevor. He added that the majority of health care staff aren’t even aware of the existence of the disease.

In addition to the information session, the couple is currently planning a fundraising dinner to be held on
September 25 at Houston’s Country Roadhouse. While the inaugural event will include a dinner, auction and

door prizes, Trevor said plans are already underway to turn the event into an annual one with additional activities.
“We have had a lot of people who want to help out with prizes or as volunteers,” he said. Tickets for the

fundraiser are $20 and can be purchased through the website at 

ejwmcadd.org.
“The reason we have created this organization is to save babies like our son Ethan.  We would give anything to

have him back and would never want anyone to go through what Ethan and our family has endured,” explained

Becky. “We love Ethan more than anything in the world and creating and running this organization is our silver

lining.  This is Ethan’s legacy.”
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